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McDonnell, have now won 18 national cham-
pionships in cross-country and indoor and
outdoor track, which makes him the
winningest coach in history.

Just think of it, though, John: If you had
come here last year they might have called
you the failed coach from a small southern
State. [Laughter] Before the coach came to
the University of Arkansas we really had no
history of track success there; football got all
the attention. He left his native County Mayo
in the west of Ireland and made his way to
Arkansas, and he’s been bringing our track
teams the Irish luck ever since.

I am told now that every one of our
school’s indoor and outdoor track records is
held by one of John’s recruits. Over the last
three decades, since he came to the univer-
sity in the seventies, he’s coached 10 Olym-
pians in 4 games, including Mike Conley who
won the gold in the triple jump last year in
Barcelona. He’s fostered 19 individual na-
tional champions in 39 different events.

I actually think that I might hire him to
become my training coach. [Laughter] I read
in Runner’s World that I didn’t have enough
stamina, and they told me that I should run
up the steps of the Capitol. And so, I’ve start-
ed running up the steps of the Capitol every
morning, which is exhausting to the Secret
Service but as yet is having no effect on the
United States Congress. [Laughter] I
thought about this all, and I’ve decided that
I should instead prepare for a marathon and
leave track and field to the University of Ar-
kansas.

I want to say, too, that this team has twice
won the triple crown, the combined cham-
pionships in indoor, outdoor, and cross-coun-
try. And they’re trying for a third triple crown
at the NCAA outdoor competition in New
Orleans in June, and I want to wish them
well.

Again, I want to say that I am especially
proud to welcome this team here, because
I know something about the coach and his
values and the way these things have been
done over the years. You don’t win this many
times over this many years unless you’re con-
cerned about the character and well-being
of your athletes, as well as just about whether
you win one particular meet or another. And
so I want to say to all of you, it’s a great

source of pride and pleasure for me to
present to the United States this track team
and this fine coach.

Coach, come up here and say a word.

[At this point, the President was presented
with a gift.]

John, I have something I want to give you
in honor of your historic achievement. I want
to give you this Presidential commendation
for doing something no one ever did before,
one for you and one for the team.

I also want to point out that in your honor
the First Lady made a rare appearance at
one of my press conferences wearing Irish
green.

At the end of the press conference, I’m
going to shake hands with the team and take
some pictures and say hello to all of you from
home, but I do have to make a brief an-
nouncement about the election in Russia and
then perhaps answer a couple of questions.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:10 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Remarks on the Election in Russia
and an Exchange With Reporters
April 26, 1993

The President. Not very long ago, per-
haps about, oh, an hour ago now, I had a
conversation with President Yeltsin. I called
to congratulate him on his outstanding vic-
tory in the election and to reassure him that
the United States continues to support him
as the elected leader of Russia and continues
to look forward to our partnership in working
to reduce the threat of nuclear weapons, to
increase trade and commerce, and to pro-
mote democracy. This is a very, very good
day, not only for the people of Russia but
for the people of the United States and all
the people of the world.

I will say again I know that there have been
times in the last 3 months when many Ameri-
cans, troubled with their own economic dif-
ficulties, have asked why their President
would be so involved in trying to support the
process of democracy in Russia. And I want
to say again why that is so. They are a huge
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country with vast natural resources, with
enormous opportunities for Americans to
create jobs and to earn income and to reap
the benefits of trade. They still have thou-
sands of nuclear weapons which we must
proceed to reduce and to dismantle so that
the world will be a safer place and so that
we will no longer have to spend our invest-
ment dollars, that we need so desperately to
rebuild our own economy, on maintaining a
state of extreme readiness and large numbers
of warheads positioned against Russia. And
they are a great country that can be a symbol
of democracy in a very troubled part of the
world if democracy can stay alive there. They
can prove that you can make three dramatic
changes at once as they try to move from
a Communist system to a democracy, from
a controlled economy to a market economy,
and to a nation state away from being an im-
perial power with occupying armies.

This is a victory that belongs to the Russian
people and to the courage of Boris Yeltsin,
but I am very glad that the United States
supported steadfastly the process of democ-
racy in Russia. I was glad to have a chance
to talk to President Yeltsin. Needless to say,
he was in a very good humor when I talked
to him, and he had a good sense of humor.
And he offered the United States a great
Russian bear hug for their support for de-
mocracy in Russia and, actually, in the other
republics of the former Soviet Union as well.

So, it was a very good conversation. But
I do want to say that this is a good day, not
just for the people of Russia but for the peo-
ple of the United States as well.

Aid to Russia
Q. Mr. President, will this election result

help you sell your aid package to Congress?
The President. I would hope so. I think

it will validate the policy of the United States,
which I might say has been by and large a
completely bipartisan one. I want to say a
special word of appreciation to all the living
former Presidents who supported the posi-
tion I took here: President Carter and Presi-
dent Reagan and President Ford, President
Nixon and President Bush, all of them. They
made it easier for all of us to maintain a
united American front. And I want to say a
special word of thanks to all the leaders in

Congress on both sides of the aisle who sup-
ported this policy.

I do believe that we have to think of this
as a long-term effort. We have to be in this
for the long run. But I think it will be im-
mensely beneficial to the United States.

Russian Election
Q. Mr. President, were you surprised by

the results on all four questions?
The President. Well, I sort of thought he

would win on all four. I thought there might
be some difference, and as you know, there
was a difference in the vote between the ref-
erendum on Yeltsin himself and his policies.
But you would expect that in tough times.
We’ve had a lot of Western leaders reelected
in the last 3 or 4 years in the midst of eco-
nomic difficulties where the people got re-
elected and there was still debate about their
policy, because people are having a tough
time, and people in Russia are having a very
tough time. I think the reaffirmation of his
policies really is a tribute to the farsighted-
ness of the Russian people. I think in the
end what happened was they decided that
as difficult as it is, that that is the only path
they could take. And I think, again, it’s a real
tribute to his courage and to their common
sense and ability to see the future. And it’s
very tough to do when you’re going through
what they’re going through: terrible inflation,
unemployment, all those dislocating prob-
lems. It is a real tribute to their maturity and
to their courage and foresight.

Stimulus Package
Q. Mr. President, will you now break down

your jobs stimulus bill and offer them one
at a time on the meritorious projects?

The President. Sarah [Sarah McClendon,
McClendon News Service], I thought they
were all meritorious. I have not made a deci-
sion about what to do. I want to consult with
the Members of Congress. I think it is imper-
ative that we make some decisions along that
line. Certainly the Russian issue, I think if
it’s going to be seriously addressed by Con-
gress, has to be done in the context of what
our first obligations are to the American peo-
ple and their interests. And so we’ll be talking
about that. And I expect to make a decision
in the fairly near future on that.

VerDate 09-APR-98 12:21 Apr 17, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00024 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P17AP4.027 INET01



691Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993 / Apr. 27

Bosnia

Q. Mr. President, do you now have a
course of action that you’re free to take by
virtue of this result in Russia that you might
have been inhibited in taking before, perhaps
on Bosnia or perhaps on some other issue,
perhaps on Russia itself?

The President. Well, what you say may
be true in the sense that had there been a
reversal there, the position of the Russian
Government might have become much more
intransigent. It is now, I think, clear that the
United States and our allies need to move
forward with a stronger policy in Bosnia, and
I will be announcing the course that I hope
we can take in the next several days. I want
to do some serious consultations with the
Congress and others, and I will be doing that
in the next few days.

But now I think the time had come to
focus on that problem and what it means for
the United States and has for the rest of the
world, as well as for the people that are suf-
fering there.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:20 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Nomination for Ambassador to the
Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development
April 26, 1993

The President announced today that he in-
tends to nominate David Aaron to be Ambas-
sador to the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development.

‘‘David Aaron is an experienced and ac-
complished foreign policy hand, who has al-
ready been of great service to me as an ad-
viser during my campaign and an emissary
in Europe before I was inaugurated,’’ said
the President. ‘‘I am confident he will serve
our country capably at OECD.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks to the National Realtors
Association
April 27, 1993

The President. Thank you very much.
And thank you, president Bill. [Laughter] I’m
glad to be on your coattails today. [Laughter]

I’m glad to see all of you in a good humor,
enthusiastic and, I hope, feeling very good
about your country. I’m glad to have you here
today in our Nation’s Capital. I saw some
people from my home State out there in the
crowd as I wandered around. I see them back
there.

You know, in politics, you don’t have a lot
of job security. And therefore, I’ve been a
good customer for several realtors over the
years. [Laughter] Even though I now live in
America’s finest public housing—[laugh-
ter]—I actually was a customer on several
occasions.

I want to thank you at the outset for the
support this organization has given to the
economic program I have put before the
Congress and to our efforts to put the Amer-
ican people back to work. I’m proud to be
here with people who are on the frontlines
of America’s real economy, who understand
the need for fundamental change in the way
we promote growth and increase profits and
generate jobs.

I believe we have begun to make those
fundamental changes, but I think we can only
see the job through if we have the help of
you and millions of people like you who live
in the economy beyond the beltway, where
people are not guaranteed jobs and have an
uncertain future.

I had an interesting encounter here just
a couple of days ago. I was out on my morn-
ing run, and as is often the case, I just saw
some people along the Mall out there. I was
running up toward the Capitol the end of
last week, and this young man asked if he
could jog along with me. And he was visiting
the Nation’s Capital, and I asked him what
he did for a living. And he said, ‘‘I’m in the
real estate business in Texas.’’ And he said,
‘‘I’m just telling you,’’ he said, ‘‘I’m out there
seeing it.’’ He said, ‘‘It’s just amazing how
hard people work just to keep their heads
above the water. And we need jobs and edu-

VerDate 09-APR-98 12:21 Apr 17, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00025 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P17AP4.027 INET01


